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on it, how much longer his admirers would have to wait 
for its completion, — " I shall take a long time about it," 
said he, " because I intend it to last a long time." It was 
in 1798 that he finished his now most popular work, and 
it was performed in the Schwartzenberg Palace, in Lent of 
the same year : in a month or two afterwards it was 
printed and disseminated all over Europe. 

It was two years from this date that he produced the 
Seasons — from the words of Thomson. The merits of this 
Oratorio are aptly described by a criticism upon it by Haydn 
himself. " It is not another Creation," said he ; " in that 
oratorio the actors are angels — in the Seasons they are 
peasants." To the labour of composing this work may be 
ascribed the termination of Haydn's musical career : from 
his description of his feelings at this time, it appears that 
he had " written himself out ; " formerly his ideas and 
thoughts came unsought — " but now," said he, " I seek 
them in vain." He gradually grew weaker, confining him- 
self to his house and garden. The fear (usually attendant 
upon old age) now began to haunt his mind — that he should 
come to poverty ; the visits of his friends and admirers 
would sometimes console and exhilarate him, but time and 
hard work had enfeebled his faculties, and his spirits 
altogether deserted him i he was not a little amused, ne- 
vertheless, at a report of his death which prevailed, and 
was generally believed. The French Institute, indeed, 
performed a Mass to his memory; upon hearing this, 
he remarked, " If these kind gentlemen had given me 
notice of my death, I would have gone myself to beat time 
for them." He was much gratified, however, by the 
premature compliment. 

About this time the Creation, with Italian words, was 
performed by a large and complete orchestra t being desirous 
again to be present with that public which to him had 
invariably manifested so much kindness, he requested 
permission to be present ; he was brought to the palace of 
Prince Lobkowiti, the place of rendezvous, in an easy 
chair, in the midst of enthusiastic acclamation and cordial 
greeting. He remained during the first act, but finding 
the excitement too great for his enfeebled frame, he was 
carried from the palace, after having bowed his thankful- 
ness to the public, and offering a parting benediction to his 
old associates in the orchestra. 

War was at this time ravaging Austria: he still felt a 
lively interest for his country, although fast approaching 
the termination of his earthly pilgrimage. A biographer 
thus describes some of the closing incidents of Haydn's 
life: — He sometimes exhausted his little strength in in- 
quiries after the state of his native land, and in singing, 
at his feebly-fingered pianoforte, with his thin, trembling 
voice, ' God preserve the Emperor 1 ' On the 10th of May, 
the French army had reached Schoenbrun, and within a 
short distance of his house, fired fifteen hundred shots and 
shells upon the city he had so much loved — the city of his 
pride and reputation. Four bombs fell close to his little 
home. His faithful servants ran to him in terror. He 
roused himself, feeble as he was, and demanded, with a 
courageous dignity, to know the reason of their alarm, as- 
suring them that they were safe wherever he was. The 
effort was too much for him : he was seized with a con- 
vulsious shivering, and could not proceed. He was carried 
to his bed. On the 26th of May, his strength was gone, 
yet he caused himself to be placed at the pianoforte, and 
again sung, with as much energy as he could, the National 
hymn, repeating it thrice. It was the song of the dying 
swan, for a stupor seized him at the piano, and being 
conveyed back to his bed, he departed on the morning of 
the 31st, being then two months over his seventv-eighth 
year. He was privately buried at Grumpendorff— Vienna 
being then in the occupation of the French. Yet even in 
these distressing national circumstances, Mozart's Requiem 
was performed in honour of him, in the Scottish Church 
in that city, at which the French attended, appearing 
deeply touched at the severe loss which the musical world 



had sustained by his death. The same respect was paid 
to his memory at Breslau and at Paris. 

Haydn left no posterity ; his heir was a blacksmith, to 
whom he left; 30,000 florins— giving 12,000 to each of his 
faithful servants. 

Vernon. 
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Brief Chronicle of the last ^Fortnight. 

Mr. Leslie's Oratorio, Immanuel, was performed on 
March 2nd, at St. Martin's Hall, to a numerous, though 
not a crowded audience. The work is evidently the pro- 
duction of a sound, a judicious, and a highly cultivated 
musician. Mr. Leslie possesses a full appreciation of the 
true poetry of music. The instrumentation throughout is 
carefully elaborated. The choral combinations are fre- 
quently novel and highly effective. The whole oratorio 
was received with enthusiasm throughout, and at the close 
the applause continued for many minutes. Mr. Leslie was 
loudly called for, and bowed his acknowledgements. The 
greatest praise is due to the principal singers, as well as 
to the chorus and orchestra, for the efficient manner in 
which they rendered the work, under the able superin- 
tendence of Mr. Benedict. 

Oxford.— Mr. T. Ions, M.B. of Magdalen Hall, 
and organist at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, performed an 
Exercise for the Degree of Doctor in Music in New 
College Hall, which was thronged with ladies and mem- 
bers of the University. Sir H. Bishop, as Professor of 
Music, presided. The composition was one of very great 
beauty and merit, and all the parts were sustained with 
admirable effect, the choristers from New College, sing- 
ing-men from other colleges, and University amateurs, 
taking the vocal portions, and the members of the Oxford 
Choral Society, with some assistance from London, doing 
justice to the instrumental parts. — Morning Post. 

Meyerbeer's Opera, L'Etoile du Nord, continues to 
draw crowds to the Opera Comique at Paris. Mad. Bosio 
has been singing in Rossini's Moise at the Acadfimie. 

Dunfermline. — The journal, speaking of a concert 
there, says: — " We were sorry to hear the vile practice 
of whistling again carried on to some extent at the con- 
cert; were the well-meaning portion of the audience to 
give information to the conductors when they are thus 
annoyed by any one near them, the summary ejectment of 
one or two of the guilty parties would effectually cure the 
evil." The softening powers of music have still, it should 
seem, to produce their effect in this locality. 

Chepstow. — A most successful Concert, given by the 
Choral Society, took place on February 28th. In addition 
to the glees, madrigals, &c, a selection of instrumental 
pieces were performed principally by amateurs of this 
town. The concert was under the direction of Mr. E. T. 
Evans. 
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Mr. Mellor's Concerts at Wakefield and Hudders- 
field, during the month of February, show this gentleman's 
continued activity in providing for his musical friends. 
The performers were, Mad: Amadei, Mr. and Mrs. Weiss, 
Miss Arabella Goddard, M. Sainton, and Mr. Land. The 
same artists appeared at Bradford, Leeds, and elsewhere. 

Halesworth Choral Society. — The members met for 
music on the 1st of February, and were liberally enter- 
tained in the Assembly Rooms by Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

Reading Amateur Musical Society. — A Concert, 
given in the hope of clearing off the old liabilities, pro- 
duced an excellent effect as a performance, but was not so 
successful in the aim proposed, although effecting it in 
part. The Berkshire Chronicle says, the public are much 
indebted to Mr. Bruton, the Hon. Sec, and the best may 
be hoped from zeal such as his. 

John Wilson, the Scottish Vocalist. — Mr. John 
Gray, the proprietor of the North British Advertiser, is 
collecting subscriptions for erecting a tablet or monument 
to the memory of this popular singer. Contributions, 
with name, designation, and address of the subscribers, 
may be sent, either to our office, or to Mr. John Gray, 
Inverleith-row, Edinburgh, not later than the end of May. 

The Torquay Choral Society gave their fourth 
Concert to a crowded audience. 

Stockport. — A Glee Concert, on the 20th February, 
under the patronage of the Mayor and other influential 
gentlemen, proved highly successful. 

The Stamford Musical Union have announced Han- 
del's Samson for the 14th inst. Principal vocalists: — Miss 
Helen Taylor, Mr. Oldershaw, and Mr. Barratt. The 
Concert takes place under distinguished patronage. 

The Bandon Choral Society (Musical Director, 
Mr. Paul Atkinson) already numbers over one hundred 
members, since the 1st January, this year, the date of its 
establishment. 

Royal Society of Musicians. — The 116th Anni- 
versary Festival took place on the 7th of March. It con- 
sists of a very excellent dinner, followed by a first-rate 
concert. Subscribers to charitable institutions have gene- 
rally to content themselves with forwarding the object in 
view i but all contributors to the Royal Society of Musicians 
have a farther substantial return, in the shape of admission 
tickets to the concert, which this year takes place on the 
17th of May, when the greatest musical talent in England 
kindly lend their assistance. 

Whittington Club.— The Sixth Anniversary of the 
Society took place on the 2nd of March, when Mr. Mechi 
was elected President. We have already had the pleasure 
of recording the greatly improving prospects of this 
Institution. 

The Sacred Harmonic Society, Exeter Hall. — 
Haydn's Creation has occupied the chief position during 
the month. An Analysis of this Oratorio has been issued, 
similar to that of the Messiah, at an equally low price. 
The society have secured Mad. Clara Novello, on her 
arrival from Milan, in April. 

Winchester. — The Glee and Madrigal Union gave 
two successful concerts at St. John's House, under the 
auspices of Mr. John Conduit. 

The Philharmonic Society commenced their season 
with an interesting programme, worthy of their established 
reputation. Mrs. Thompson (late Miss Kate Loder) played 
Mendelssohn's admirable concerto in D minor (the second). 
Signor Costa conducted with his usual precision and 
excellence. 

Aberdeen.— A Lecture, by Mr. William Carnie, on 
Psalmody in Scotland, delivered to the Literary Union, 
may be hailed as one of the many signs of the practical 
efforts to improve Church Music in Scotland. 
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& RAND-SQUARE PIANO, by Collard, in excellent 
condition. Price £i 8.— Address, M. B., 3, Leigh-st., 
Burton-crescent. 



GOD DEFEND THE RIGHT : National Song, dedicated 
to Admiral Sir Charles Napier, by George Linley. 
Price 2s. 

John Shepherd, Moorgate-street. 



NEW SONG : " THE GREY PRIOR."— Composed by 
T. Banks, in style, similar to " Simon the Cellarer," 
but a superior melody; the highest note of which is E, and only 
occurs but once, thus enabling amateurs to sing it with ease. 
It is now being sung at various places, too numerous to men- 
tion, and always encored. Price 2s., postage free. 

London: B. Williams, 11, Paternoster-row. 



PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY. 

FORTY-SECOND SEASON, 1854. 

Under the immediate Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen, 

His Royal Highness Prince Albert, Her Royal Highness 

The Duchess of Kent. 

The Subscribers and the Public are respectfully informed that the 

CONCERTS 

Of the ensuing Season will take place at the 
Hanover Square Rooms, on 



(Still to come). 
Monday Evening, March 20th 
Monday „ April 3rd 
Monday „ ,, 24th 



Monday Evening, May 8th 

Monday „ ,, 22nd 

Monday „ June 5th 

Monday „ „ 19th 



Terms of Subscription, with a Reserved Seat £4 4s. 
Tickets transferable. A limited number of Single Admissions 
at One Guinea, Double Tickets at £1 10s., and Triple Tickets 
at £2 5s., will be issued for the accommodation of the Sub- 
scribers and their Friends. 

Conductor, Mr. COSTA. 
Those Ladies and Gentlemen who purpose honoring the 
performances by their attendance are requested to signify the 
same at the Music Warehouse of Messrs. Addison and Hollier, 
210, Regent-street. By order of the Directors, 

George Hogarth, Secretary, 
12, Margaret-street, Cavendish-square. 



DR. NARES' 
TWENTY ANTHEMS, 

IN VOCAL SCORE, 

With Separate Accompaniment for the Organ by 

VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Price 25s. bound in cloth. 

Each Anthem may be had singly, as follows : — 

8. Behold, God, our defender ... Verse, a.t.b. I 3 

9. Behold, how good and joyful ... „ ab. i o 

10. Lord, how long wilt thou be angry „ t.b. I o 

11. Rejoice in the Lord ... ... ,, s. orT. I o 

12. Arise, thou judge of the world ... „ a t,b. I 9 

13. Not unto us, O Lord „ a.t. i 3 

14. By the waters of Babylon „ s.s. I 3 

15. O Lord, my God, I will exalt thee „ B. I o 

16. Turn thee again, O Lord ... ,, a.t.b. i o 

17. O come let us sing ... ... „ s s. 1 o 

18. Unto thee, O God „ a.b. i 3 

19. Awake up my glory ... ... ,, a. 1 o 

20. God is our hope and strength ... „ s.s.s. 1 9 

21. Hide not thou thy face ... ,, at. i o 

22. The souls of the righteous ... „ s s. 1 o 

23. The Lord is my strength ... ... „ ab. I 6 

24. It is a good thing to give thanks „ s.s.b. i 9 

25. O give thanks to the God of Heaven „ s.a. I 3 

26. The Lord is righteous ... ... ,, s.s. I o 

27. Call to remembrance ... Full, s.s. A. t.b. i o 

Novello : London and New York. 



